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Concept: Form can be symbolic

Subject: Paper Mache African Masks

Problem Statement: Students will create a paper mache mask which represents an element of protection over some aspect of their lives, which is based on the work of African arists.

Core Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6

Objectives: 

· Become aware of reasons for masks in the African culture and learn the meaning of certain masks 

· Study the characteristics of masks - note design elements 

· Create a paper mache mask and learn techniques for molding the paper 

· Utilize elements and principles of design in a 3 dimensional form - show balance, repetition - integrate planning 
Anticipated Skills:

· Being able to manipulate the material to create the form of a mask from paper mache

· Understanding the African Culture and how the masks represent a form of protection

· Creating a symbolic representation of protection in one’s own life

· Being able to paint the mask, keeping in mind the symbolic nature of color

Vocabulary:

· Masquerade

· Symmetry

· Geometric Design

· Abstract Design

· Raised Relief

· Form

· Ritual

· Ancestor

· Distortion

· Symbolism 

Materials: Paper Plates, Water, Flour, Strips of Newspaper, Masking Tape, Paint Brushes, Acrylic Paint, Found Objects

Visuals: Various examples of masks from different African cultures with their symbolic meanings.

Handouts

· Instruction Sheet for paper mache techniques

· Guide to different African mask symbols

Motivation:

· In Africa a mask is certainly much more than a covering made to disguise the face like those used in the United States on Halloween. Africans understand a mask to be not only a costume but also an idea and an action.

· For an African mask to be considered complete it must consist of both a headpiece and the costumes and props that the masker wears and carries during performance. When the mask is worn with the costume and is danced for an audience during a performance this event, is called a masquerade. 

· Masks are used throughout Africa at many different occasions, like life cycle ceremonies, religious events, and political rallies. They can instruct, discipline, warn, honor, and entertain 
· Through the ages, masks have varied in appearance and function. Many masks are still associated with religious ceremonies or are concerned with spirits of the dead, fertility rites, or curing sickness. Other masks are used on festive occasions to portray mythological events. 

· Masks representing harmful spirits were often used to keep these spirits away and to give the people power. 

· Masks have also been used to discipline women, children, and criminals. For example, in Africa, a mother might paint a scary face on the bottom of a water gourd to make sure the child followed her directions. 

· In the meantime, many realistic masks represent ancestors.  Ancestor masks are used as replacements for people when offerings are made in respect to the gods. Masks are also carved to represent a culture's ideal of feminine beauty.
· In African societies masks are also used for funeral ceremonies and harvest dances. They are displayed in the right of passages for young men, and have become a source of pride in modern-day celebrations. 

· Masks are unique to each specific African society and their shape and accessories have special meanings for the different cultures.

· One of the most abundant types of masks among African cultures is the animal representation. Animal masks connect people with the spirit world. Some tribes call on the spirits to ward off destruction, especially in the forces of nature. 

· Crocodiles, hawks, and buffalo are the most frequently carved animal masks. Masked dances are held on market day, during initiations and at funerals to honor the spirits and evoke their blessings.
Demonstration: African Mask Demonstration

· Students will each be given a paper plate to mold into an oval shaped form

· Using masking tape, secure the plate into this molded shape

· Cut strips of newspaper and dip them into the premixed flour/water mixture

· Using two fingers, ring excess flour/water mixture from the strips

· Layer the strips onto the plate leaving the bottom side uncovered

· Form the face of your mask by alternating the way the strips are laid

· To form the eye sockets and the chin, layer more strips in that area

· For the nose, ball up a small strip of paper. Then lay additional strips over the balled up paper, laying them sideways until it forms the bridge of a nose

· Curl strips of paper or cut them to form hair or other decorations around the face if desired

· Let Mask dry overnight

· Using acrylic paint, decorate the mask keeping in mind that the colors should be used symbolically

· Add any additional found objects if desired

Cleanup:

· After Period 1: Make sure all strips of paper are piled up and not strewn all over the table.  Wipe down any excess flour/water mixture from the tables.  Have the children wash their hands and give each a piece of tin foil to place their masks on the dry overnight.  

· After Paper Mache Hardens:  Make sure all brushes are washed and clean water is replaced in the cups.  Any paint on the table should be wiped off and the masks should be laid on the side to dry.  Any additional materials used should be placed in an envelope so they will not be misplaced for the next class.  Refill each color of paint for the next class

Assessment/ Closure:

Ladies and gentlemen, you are doing a great job following instructions on the paper mache.  Tomorrow we will continue molding our masks onto the paper plate forms.  Hopefully by the end of the week the forms will be fully sculpted and we can begin to paint the masks.  Remember to keep in mind the element of protection involved as well as the way colors should be used symbolically.  Make sure all materials are cleaned up and the tables are wiped down before you are dismissed.

Homework:

Research different kinds of African masks.  Be able to pick one out and explain the symbolic meaning of that particular mask.

