TEACHER: Christa Turek
DATE: October 21, 2005
GRADE: Seventh
NEW

DOMAIN: Line
CONCEPT: Line can create symmetrical patterns
SUBJECT: Symmetrical Tiles
PROBLEM STATEMENT:  Students will create a landscape scene with a geometric border which represents a place they would like to visit.
CORE STANDARDS: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5
OBJECTIVES: 
· To explore the use of symmetry by the Navajos
· To be able to identify a symmetrical design
· To understand that line can create a geometric or symmetrical design
ANTICPATED SKILLS:
· To use line to create a geometric/symmetrical designs
· To create a landscape design with a symmetrical border which reflects the artwork of the Navajo tribe
· Using clay tools effectively to create a tile
MATIERIALS: 8 x 11 inches construction paper, pencils, rulers, scissors, clay tools, rolling pin, red clay
VISUALS/RESOURSES: Various visuals from: The Song of the Loom New Traditions in Navajo Weaving by Fredrick J. Dockstader and Reflections of the Weaver’s World by Ann Lane Hedlund 
MOTIVATION: Alright everyone, today everyone is going to start a new project. You each are going to create a ceramic tile out of clay.  Does anyone think they know what cultures are known for making ceramic tiles? Good job! The tiles that everyone is going to create are going to have a symmetrical pattern.  Who recalls what the word symmetry means? Excellent.  What cultures then have you seen or heard of that create symmetrical patterns on their artwork? Well today we are going to take a brief look at one group of Native Americans, the Navajos.  Does anyone know one of the crafts that they are known for creating?  (give hints if necessary) Their symmetrical rugs are one craft that they are known for.  I have images I would like to show you.  Notice the symmetry on the rugs, and that some do have a border.  The Navajos’ rugs were influenced by oriental rugs that the Americans told them to follow.  The Americans emphasized to the Navajos to follow oriental rugs if they wanted to sell their rugs and create business.  However, the design of their rugs is always different because it is done by the individual weaver.  Over time, each region of where the Navajos lived developed their own design. For instance, (show example and explain characteristics of the rug)  Now, like the Navajos that lived in different regions, I would like for you to brainstorm of your own symmetrical design that would be symbolic of your family or friends to be put on your tile.  It would be like your personal “tribal” symbol.  Remember you are using line to create your symmetrical design and your tiles will have a border.  Sketch it out first.  (Show Personal design and explain it)  I will be walking around the room to see your great ideas forming. 

 DEMONSTRATION: Day 1: Then once you find one you like, take a piece of 8 x 16 inches construction paper and fold it in half.  Then sketch part of your design in one of the boxes, and then fold it over so you can trace it over on the other half. Then you will flip the paper over to darken the traced area. This helps you to keep the symmetry in your design.  (Emphasize no sketchy lines)  After that, you will save your design for the next class. Good job! Day 2:  We are now going to work with red clay.  First, take the clay and bang it out to get the air bubbles out. (demonstrate this) Then you will roll the clay out with a rolling pin to create the same thickness throughout the clay.  (show what mean)  Then you will take a ruler and measure out a rectangle that is 8 x 16 inches.  Then take your design on the paper and put it on your clay tile to trace over it.  After you traced it onto the clay, you will go over your design again on the clay.  Be careful not to push too hard though, because you do not want to cut right through the clay.  Can I have a volunteer to show what I am thinking?  Then you can cut your tile out and put the scraps of remaining clay into your bag.  I would like to emphasize that you must tie your bag of clay well so it does not dry out.  Well, that concludes the demonstration. I would like for all of you to go back to your seats and think of a symmetrical design and start to sketch one out.    
CLEANUP:  Day 1: Everyone did a great job today!  I would like for everyone to return pencils to the supply table and place tile designs and sketches back in your portfolios.  Day 2: Good work today! Don’t forget to return your scraps of clay to your bag and tie it up good! Also, if you need to wrap up your tile because you are not yet finished, make sure you do so.  If you are done, place your tile on the shelf to dry out.   
CRITIQUE/CLOSURE:  Have a formal critique for the students.  Give each one an opportunity to share their work and explain their concept.  Have each student explain how they accomplished the project.  Give students the chance to ask questions of each other’s work.  At the end of the critique, review material about the Navajo Indians and ask the students questions about them.
