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DOMAIN: Form

CONCEPT: Form can show action

SUBJECT:  Model Magic Stabiles

PROBLEM STATEMENT:  Students will manipulate model magic to create a three-dimensional Stabile in the style of Keith Haring, which shows figures taking part in their favorite activity.

CORE STANDARDS: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6

OBJECTIVES:  

· To explore the work of Keith Haring

· To use form to create a stabile

· To learn about the style and usage of Graffiti art

· To find a way to make a three dimensional form show action movements

· To become familiar with model and learn how to manipulate it so that the figures mimic the work of Keith Haring

ANTICIPATED SKILLS

· Exploration of the material to discover how to manipulate model magic

· Assemblage of a stabile that shows their favorite activity

· Learning to use model magic to create a three dimensional form

· Using form rather than words as an alternate way to show action

VOCABULARY

· Keith Haring

· Form

· Graffiti

· Imagery

· Universal themes

· Subculture

MATERIALS: Model Magic, Styrofoam base, wire, paint

VISUALS:  Examples of the work of Keith Haring in his Graffiti Art Style

MOTIVATION:  

· Talk about Keith Haring’s work until he died in 1990

· Explain how graffiti art often has the appearance of cartoons and ask the children where they may have seen graffiti before
· Talk about how graffiti pictures often show symbols or icons rather than realistic views of objects

· Give examples of icons used by Haring in his work.  Explain how Universal Icons are used repeatedly and recognized by the whole world

· Talk about the bold lines used for outlining.  Also mention the bright colors which had symbolic purposes as well

· Explain how the figures within his compositions show actions and feelings with these icons

· Talk about themes Haring often used that had to do with subcultures. A subculture is basically the kind of activities or things that are popular within a certain area or neighborhood.  (Ex. within a city, skateboarding and Hip Hop might be part of a city’s subculture, while in the country rodeos may be a part of the subculture)

· Explain how although Haring’s pictures do not contain words, we can tell by the figure’s actions what is happening within the scene

· In his or her own stabiles we should be able to tell what action is happening as well without needing anyone to explain it.  The symbols and icons should do all of the explaining

DEMONSTRATION: 

·  Discuss the different techniques that can be used to form the model magic into the shapes of people taking part in an action.  Show how there are several ways to add texture and design to their figures if they choose.  

· Extra objects aside from figures should be contemplated as well to show the action more clearly. (Ex. Basketball for a basketball player)

· Make sure the children understand that there is planning involved in the creative process as well and before they begin to create the stabile they should make a few sketches of how they would like the final product to look.

· Show the children how they can easily sketch out the figures and the way they will be positioned before starting. Stress that nothing has to be completely realistic, because graffiti often is very simple. 

· Instruct the children on how to use the wire to place the figures in different positions along the Styrofoam.  Remind them that objects in the air can help to describe the action.

· Remember the main focus is to make create a stabile that shows an action and they MUST construct it with icons and symbols in the style of Keith Haring.  

CLEANUP:

· After Period 1: Have the children write their names on a piece of paper and place all of their completed figures on this paper.  All extra model magic should be put away and tables wiped down.  Make sure any extras pieces of wire are put away as well because they can be dangerous.
· After Period 2:  Again, let the children place their loose figures on a piece of paper with their name on it.  The children who have started to attach the figures with the wire should place their stabiles on a box in the center tables with their name on it.  All extra materials should be put away.

ASSESMENT/CLOSURE: (After Class Period 2) Ladies and Gentlemen, you are doing a beautiful job so far with your stabiles.  I am very happy to see such a variety of styles being used and you are all doing very well in making the figures look like they are participating in an action with the wire.  I know it’s a difficult material to work with but I love the way you have textured your figures as well.  Next week we will continue to construct the stabiles.   Those of you who are finished making it may begin to paint.  Remember that we are following the style of Keith Haring so the figures should be painted in solid colors.  Hopefully we will be finished in two weeks and ready to bring them home!

(After Project Completion)….

· Have the children share their work with the class

· Share and discuss how the stabiles show action without the use of words

· See if the other students can pick up on what activity the stabile is showing

· Discuss how the individual went about making their project and how it relates to Graffiti art and the work of Keith Haring

· Discuss how graffiti can be just as interesting as other forms of art and how it can represent the subject matter just as well as a realistic picture even though it is so simple

· Display the stabiles in a case in the hallway 

