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NEW 

DOMAIN: Color and Shape

CONCEPT: Color and Shape can be descriptive

SUBJECT:  Matisse Decoupage Compositions

PROBLEM STATEMENT:  Students will use shapes cut out of construction paper to create an abstract decoupage composition in the style of Henri Matisse which represents their favorite animal in its natural habitat.

CORE STANDARDS: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6

OBJECTIVES:  

· To explore the work of Henri Matisse

· To understand how simple shapes can express an idea just as well as line or form

· To realize that color can show representations without detailed pictures

· To understand the meaning behind abstract art

ANTICIPATED SKILLS

· Exploration of the material to discover how to manipulate construction paper

· Assemblage of an abstract decoupage collage in style of Matisse

· Learning to use cut out paper to represent a scene with simple shapes and designs

· Using shape and color as an alternate way to express an idea

VOCABULARY

· Henri Matisse

· Color/Shape

· Abstract

· Expressionism

· Decoupage

MATERIALS: Assorted Colors of Construction Paper, Scissors, Glue 

VISUALS:  Examples of the work of Henri Matisse, showing mostly decoupage compositions from his later life when he could no longer paint.

MOTIVATION: 

· Explain how abstract art is not created to look real, but rather shape and color are used to express an idea

· Emphasize the fact that detailed lines are not as important as the colors and shape which have an “Expressive” quality and express the idea through these elements. (Hence the term Abstract Expressionism.)

· Talk about how Matisse started off like Picasso painting and doing simple works

· As he got older and was put in a wheelchair with little fine motor skills in his hands, he turned to decoupage.

· The design elements and way the composition was situated though was just as important. He made sure to make the works balanced in color and pleasing to the eye.

DEMONSTRATION:  

· Choose an animal and a blank page for the background. Choose color depending on the animal’s habitat. Example: Lions- Brown for the African Plains
· Write down all the things related to that animal and its habitat (trees, caves, prey, plants)
· Draw the basic shapes on different colored papers, NO details
· Cut out the shapes and arrange on the background page in a way that balances the colors and shows the animal in its element

· Glue the pieces down and let them dry

· After if dries, put a thin layer of glue over the top to keep the pieces down. This will dry clear.

CLEANUP:

· After Period 1: Give the children each a plastic sandwich bag and have them write their names on it with a marker (Have them pass only a few markers around the room and have them take turns writing their names).  Place the colors of paper they chose in the envelope for the next class along with any cut pieces.  Collect the Markers. Have them put their envelopes and papers into the class folder

· After Period 2:  Give each child back their class folders with the sandwich bags in them. Have them put the composition carefully back in the folders.  If some children decided to use a three-dimensional approach, put their compositions on a rack so they won’t get squished, but still have them put unused paper back in the envelope and cut out pieces in the bag.  Collect all scissors and have students put the glue away.
ASSESMENT/CLOSURE: 

(After Class Period 1) Ladies and Gentlemen, you are doing a beautiful job so far with your Matisse decoupages.  I am already able to make out the different shapes in the scenes and can identify some of the animals and their environments.  Tomorrow we will continue to cut out shapes and glue them down when necessary.  Hopefully we will be finished by the end of the week.  Please make sure as you work on your projects that you are using the shapes and colors to represent the objects without using lines.

(After Project Completion)….

· Have the children hold up their work one at a time

· Share and discuss how effective the forms are in representing the scene without details drawn in lines

· See if the other students can identify all of the shapes and objects within the picture

· Display the Decoupages in the Hallway


