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Grade Level: 6th-8th
New

Domain: Shape

Concept: Shape can be organic.

Subject: Georgia O’Keeffe Flower Paintings

Problem Statement: Students will explore the parts of the flower and create flower paintings in the style of Georgia O’Keeffe.

Core Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6

Objectives:

· To understand the parts of the flower

· To look at work by Georgia O’Keeffe

· To create a painting of their own in her style

· To understand organic shape

Anticipated skills:

· To know the parts of a flower

· To be able to differentiate between geometric and organic shapes

· To understand abstract art
Vocabulary:

· Georgia O’Keefe

· Organic shape vs. Geometric shape

· Abstract

Materials:

· White paper

· Acrylic paints

· Paintbrushes

· Flowers

Visual Resources: 

· O’Keeffe by Britta Benke

· Georgia O’Keeffe: One Hundred Flowers by Alfred A. Knopf

Motivation:

· General Introduction to project

-Today we are going to talk about an artist who is known for her flower paintings.  Her name is Georgia O’Keeffe.  Does anyone know who Georgia O’Keeffe is?  Georgia O’Keeffe is a famous American artist.  She is well known for her large, abstract paintings that depict flowers using bright colors.  Does anyone know what abstract means?  Abstract means that it isn’t an exact copy of real life; the artist changed something in order for it to look different.  Georgia abstracted her flowers by painting them on a much larger scale then they were in real life. Her flowers often look like they are going to explode off the canvas (Show example 1).  But before we talk about O’Keeffe’s style, let’s discuss the parts of the flower first since we heard you are talking about flowers in your science class.
· Go over the parts of the flower (Use Handout)

· Introduce O’Keeffe’s style

-Now that we have looked at the parts of a flower a little closer let’s talk about Georgia O’Keefe’s style because Georgia looked at flowers a little closer herself.  Georgia created her flowers so large because she wanted people to stop and appreciate nature as much as she did (Show example 2).  What do you feel when you look at her painting?  The size of the flowers grabs your attention and draws you in. How does her painting of a flower differ from the flowers you have in front of you?  Can you see the whole flower or just a part of it?  Is it larger than life?  Georgia usually chose to focus on a part of the flower instead of the whole thing and paint it much larger than it really was.  Notice the shapes of the flowers.  Are they geometric shapes?  What is a geometric shape?  For example, a square is a geometric shape.  Any others?  Geometric shapes are formed by specific patterns, like a square is created by 4 equal sides.  Geometric shapes tend to be very linear.  Georgia didn’t use geometric shapes.  She used organic shapes.  What is an organic shape?  What comes to mind when you hear the word organic?  Nature.  Organic shapes are free forming; they have no set design and are found in nature (Draw an example on the board).  Can you point out an organic shape in her work? (Show example 3)

· Explain project
· You aren’t going to paint geometric shapes in your project either.  You are going to look at the flowers in front of you, pick a part of the flower that you would like to paint, and then you are going to zoom in on it and paint it as if it were bigger than it actually is.  For example, Georgia usually focused in on the petals of the flower, then she blew them up, and painted them as if they were bigger, taking up the whole paper.

· Show personal examples and explain

· Begin project

· Clean-up

· Closure

- Wrap up project and ask the students what they remember about Georgia O’Keeffe’s style.

