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DOMAIN: Shape

CONCEPT: Shape can be combined to create form that is abstract

SUBJECT:  Construction Paper Cut Outs

PROBLEM STATEMENT:  Students will use shapes cut out of construction paper to create an abstract portrait of themselves which will show what they believe they would look like in Picasso’s mirror and reflect an aspect of their personality through shape.

CORE STANDARDS:

OBJECTIVES:  

· To explore the work of Pablo Picasso

· To use shape to create an abstract portrait of themselves

· To learn about the style of post cubism used in modern art

· To find a way to describe personality using a combination of shapes

· To become familiar with cutting out shapes to fit in the space without sketching them out first  

ANTICIPATED SKILLS

· Exploration of the material to discover how to manipulate construction paper

· Assemblage of an abstract portrait

· Learning to use cut out paper to show form

· Using shape as an alternate way to describe oneself 

VOCABULARY

· Pablo Picasso

· Shape/Form

· Abstract

· Cubism

· Personality Traits

MATERIALS: Assorted Colors of Construction Paper, Scissors, Glue 

VISUALS:  Examples of the work of Pablo Picasso, focusing on those from the Analytic Periods in which the composition is a portrait and those from the Synthetic Period where cut out paper was utilized.  Also show some from the Blue and Rose Period for symbolism with color, shades, and tones.

MOTIVATION: 

· Explain the difference between shape and form and how shapes can be combined to make form (through relief) 

· Talk about Abstract art and how it is not created to look real, but rather to make people look at things differently

· Explain how form and shapes can become symbolic or descriptive

· Touch upon examples of Synthetic and Analytic Cubism

· Explain how Picasso divided objects into separate shapes through Cubism

· Explain how they will use shapes to create a portrait of themselves

· Remind them to think of symbolism with color and describe their personality through shapes

DEMONSTRATION:  

· Discuss the different techniques that can be used to cut out the construction paper to make the portraits.  Show how there are several ways to cut out an eye, ear, lip, etc. to represent a different emotion or show a different perspective. 

·  Show the children how cutting out shapes is easy to do without sketching them out as long as they visualize and use their imagination.  They may sketch if they are having problems.  But remind them to use light lines.

· Stress that nothing has to be realistic, the shapes just have to be representative of an idea or object.  

· Explain how the way the construction paper is glued onto the paper can make the portrait two-dimensional if the paper is completely flat or three-dimensional if they fold or bend the paper slightly and only glue the sides.  

· Stress the fact that the amount of colors used in this case is not as important as the shapes and forms within the composition.  The different colors are there if they wish to portray a certain idea or make it visually stimulating but it is also okay if they only want to use two colors.  

· Remember the main focus is to show the form of the person in the use of shapes and to portray an aspect of their personality with abstract shapes. 

CLEANUP:

· After Period 1: Give the children each a plastic sandwich bag and have them write their names on it with a marker (Have them pass only a few markers around the room and have them take turns writing their names).  Place the colors of paper they chose in the envelope for the next class along with any cut pieces.  Collect the Markers. Have thm put their envelopes and papers into the class folder

· After Period 2:  Give each child back their class folders with the sandwich bags in them. Have them put the composition carefully back in the folders.  If some children decided to use a three-dimensional approach, put their compositions on a rack so they won’t get squished, but still have them put unused paper back in the envelope and cut out pieces in the bag.  Collect all scissors and have students put the glue away.
ASSESMENT/CLOSURE: 

(After Class Period 1) Ladies and Gentlemen, you are doing a beautiful job so far with your portraits.  I am very happy to see such a variety of styles being used and you are all doing very well cutting out the shapes without drawing them out first.  I love that some of you decided to use a 3-D approach as well, but if you haven’t that’s just fine.  Tomorrow we will continue to cut out shapes and glue them down when necessary.  Hopefully we will be finished by the end of the week.  Please make sure as you work on your projects that you are using the shapes to represent a form which abstractly describes an aspect of your personality.

(After Project Completion)….

· Have the children hold up their work one at a time

· Share and discuss how effective the forms are in representing a person

· See if the other students can pick up on what aspect of their personality the artist was trying to convey or what they can discover about the person by looking at the piece

· Display the Portraits in the hallway


