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Lesson Plan

Teacher: Christa Turek
Date: November 12, 2005

Grade Level: 5th
New
Domain: Texture

Concept: Texture can create depth
Subject: Sandpaper landscape relief’s
Problem Statement: Students imagine they are impressionist painters, and will use cray- pas or crayons to design a landscape on sandpaper.
Core Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6
Objectives:

· To learn about depth perception and how to create it.
· To create the illusion of depth and perspective using the texture of the sandpaper and the crayons.
· To learn about the movement of Post-Impressionism and apply it to their own work.
· To design a landscape as if the students were a Post-Impressionistic painter.
· To design a frame that compliments an aspect of their picture. 
Anticipated Skills:

· Students will design their composition keeping in mind that when they iron their sandpaper onto the paper the picture will be backwards.  

· Use of imagination as if they were Post Impressionist artists to draw what they think they would have seen.

· To use their planning skills to design a landscape that shows depth.

· Manipulation of the crayons to show depth.


Vocabulary:

· Texture

· Depth

· Post-Impressionism

· Pointillism

· Landscape

· Foreground

· Middle ground

· Background

· Georges Seurat

· Camille Pissaro

· Henri Edmond Cross

Materials:

· Sandpaper

· Pencils

· White paper

· Irons (2)

· Crayons/Cray-pas

· Tag board/Illustration Board (for Matte)

· Markers(?)

Visuals/Resources: 
· Boulevard Montmarte-Camille Pissaro
· The Pea Harvest- Camille Pissaro
· Sunday Afternoon on the Island of la Grande Jatte- Georges Seurat
· The Lake of the Forest of Boulongne- Henri Edmond Cross
· Cap Laye- Henri Edmond Cross
Motivation:

This lesson is written as a two day plan.  

Day 1:

Good morning everyone!  My name is Miss Cichon, I am a student teacher and I’m here to teach you a lesson on Post Impressionism today.  Who knows what Post Impressionism is?  It is an art movement that took place in France between 1880 and 1900.  I’m sure you have heard of something called Impressionism, so by using your knowledge of deductive reasoning, do you think Post Impressionism happened before or after Impressionism?  It happened after it.  Post Impressionist artists were those who were influenced by Impressionistic painters, but took their own art to a different level and did it in a different style.  Can anyone tell me an artist that would be called a Post Impressionist?  Someone you might have heard of is named Georges Seurat.  (Teacher holds up “Sunday Afternoon…’)  This is one of Georges Seurat’s most famous paintings; it’s called Sunday Afternoon on the Island of la Grande Jatte.  Has anyone ever seen this before?   Let’s talk about this painting a little bit.  What is it a painting of?  There are people in it, they are sitting by a river, some people are having a picnic, and what do you see in the background?  What do we call a picture that an artists paints of an outdoor scene?  We call this a landscape.  A landscape picture depicts nature in some sort of way.   Landscape picture can have trees, hills, the ocean, a river, grass, bushes, flowers, sometimes people, sometimes boats or buildings.  A landscape is when an artist paints or draws what he or she sees outside.  Let’s take a look at some other paintings.  (Teacher holds up the other paintings and students talk about why or why not they think it is a landscape.)  

Ok,  let’s look back at Georges Seurat’s painting of Sunday Afternoon on the Island of la Grande Jatte.  (Teacher walks around classroom with the painting so that the students can see it close up.)  I want everyone to take a good look at this as I walk around.  I want you to pay close attention at the brush strokes the artist used.  What do you notice?  It looks like the artist put tiny little dots all over the painting doesn’t it?  Does anyone know what it is called when an artist does this?  It is called Pointillism.  Pointillism is a technique of painting where the artist applies the paint in tiny dots instead of brush strokes.  Each dot is put on individually.  The artist applies dots of different colors on top of each other or very close together to create the illusion of a particular color.  
So now that we know a little bit about Post Impressionism, Pointillism and landscapes, lets talk about how we go about creating a landscape.  Have you heard of the words foreground, middle ground and background?  What do these words refer to?  When you are creating a composition, it needs to have a fore ground a middle ground and a background.  Where would the foreground be?  It is in the very front of the picture.  Where is the middle ground?   It is approximately in the middle of the page or the middle of the composition.  How about the background?  The background is in the back of the picture.   Do the sizes of the objects in a picture change if they are in the foreground, middle ground or background?  How?  The objects in the foreground are always the largest because they are closest to you, they are a little smaller in the middle ground and the smallest in the background.  When objects change size as they go back in a picture, we call this depth perception.  Look at the paintings, what happens to the color in the middle ground and the background?  It changes.  The color becomes a little bit lighter and there are fewer details.  Who can show me some examples of this in the artist’s paintings?  
So, what do you think our project has to do with?  You are going to take all of the elements we just talked about and create your own landscape; only you will be using sandpaper and crayons, instead of paint and a canvas.  You are each going to get a piece of sandpaper. What is the texture of sandpaper?  Well, what is texture?  Texture is the word we use to describe how things feel. Close your eyes and feel the table.  What does it feel like?  How about your clothes?  Imagine you are feeling sandpaper, what is the texture of it?  It’s very bumpy and it feels scratchy. These are textures we can feel.  Can you see texture?  Look at the paintings, what textures can you see?  How can you tell what they are?   We are going to use the texture of the sandpaper to help us create depth in our landscapes.  
After you draw on the sand paper we are going to be ironing it, and the image is going to transfer onto the white paper, because the heat from the iron is going to melt the wax onto the paper.  Since the texture of the sandpaper is so bumpy, what do you think it is going to look like when the wax has transferred onto the paper?  The wax is going to appear in tiny dots all over the page just like a pointillist painting. You are going to use the texture to create a pointillist effect.  
I want you to close your eyes and pretend that you are all Post-Impressionist painters, about to paint a landscape.  You can be anywhere in the world, you can be by the ocean, in the mountains, by a river, in field, anywhere you choose.  What does you landscape look like?  Once you have imagined your landscape, I want you to do a rough sketch on the white piece of paper.  You are going to good drawing on the sandpaper and you’re going to use crayons.  Once you are finished you are going to bring them to me and I will iron them onto a piece of white paper.  What do you think is going to happen to your drawing when it is ironed onto the white paper?  You are going to get the reverse.  For example if you had a tree on the right side of the page, it would be on the left side.  Or if you had it on the left side, it would appear on the right.  So if you want your drawing to look like it does on the white paper, you have to reverse it on the sandpaper.
We just need to go over some last few things.  Remember when we talked about the change in color and size of the objects from the fore ground to the back ground? The color lightens and the objects get smaller. How are you going to create the effect of depth  using the crayons and the sandpaper?  You are going to press a little lighter as you go back and make sure to make the objects that are in the background smaller. If there is less wax in the middle ground then in the foreground, it will appear that it is further back.  And if there is less wax in the background then there is in the middle ground it will appear that it is the furthest back. You want to make sure that you are putting a good amount of wax on the sandpaper so there will be enough to melt onto the paper. 
I will be around to give you some help if you need any and to answer any questions.

(Teacher passes out materials and students begin by doing a beginning sketch on the white paper, then when they are ready they can begin with the crayon and the sandpaper.)

Day 2

Good morning everyone. We are going to finish up the sandpaper landscapes today.  Lets do a quick review of what we are doing.  Who can tell me what the project is?  What elements are important to have in our landscapes.  How are we making depth in out landscapes?  


When you are finished with your landscape I want you to bring it over to me.  I will iron it for you onto the piece of white paper.  While you are waiting, I want you to take a frame.  You will create a frame that will go around your landscape.  I want you to think about the important aspects in your landscape and think about how you can emphasize them in your frame.  Let’s get to work!
Cleanup:


Each day the students will put their materials back where they were found or return them to the teacher.  We will leave 5-10 minutes for clean up depending on how long it will take.
